
Hello. to whom it may concern,

I have taken the time to put this together in the hope of educating the leaders of Counties and Cities on 
the Coasts of Florida. It has come to my attention that many want to base legal decisions on myths and 
fraudulent claims to take away the rights of Florida State citizens to fish our coast for specific species 
as in Sharks from land other wise known as Landbased – Shorebound Shark fishing..

I have found nothing that suggests that fishing for sharks has any affect on Shark Attacks, quite to the 
contrary.  hope those that receive this take the time to read it and all I have attached. All are public 
knowledge and available on-line at many Universities and Fact sites though out the World Wide Web.

Who am I ?

I am a Florida Born resident and I have been fishing for most of my life, which is almost half a century, 
and I am very disturbed by the changes I see coming and will not stand by and not act. There have been 
many changes over the last 30 years as to the catching and killing of sharks.

When I was in my teens it was considered normal to kill a shark and hang it from a hook, cutting its 
jaws out and throwing it away as waste, but over the last 10 years, with the depletion of this wonderful 
Apex predator, things have needed to change. While there are still a very few anglers who fish  have 
helped to facilitate this change by introducing land based Catch and release tournaments for sharks and 
help to change the kill mentality and create a better reward for a catch of a lifetime and that is a picture 
and a LIVE release of the shark, going to the extreme to catch then handle this large creature in the 
water to achieve the release. Many that fish this species have made the change and are proud to be apart 
of the conservation of Sharks.

But when laws are enacted that remove our right to fish for a large species from land it creates a disdain 
for right and wrong when these laws are being enacted on myths and Fraudulent claims.

Unless someone can do or find research that shows this type of activities does provoke shark attacks 
this should not be used to determine any law or change in law.

As to the State of Florida  we have Florida Wildlife Commission who's state responsibility is to manage 
and create laws that protect our waters and species and the public, why should a Local municipality 
enact laws? It is not there jurisdiction nor is it there expertise to have the knowledge to do so.

I ask you to use common sense and question the reason these changes have been asked for, because in 
my  experience it comes down to property owners and people with a dislike for sporting activities as in 
Fishing or hunting, there always seems to be a underlining motive for why it comes before city 
commissions and laws should never be passed to appease a few and disrupt a larger group that may 
have been doing something like this there entire life and doing it responsibly and with conservation in 
mind.

I have included a few articles of interest and feel they outline the causes of attacks and no where is 
shark fishing mentioned, only Fishing.



Shark Attacks 

Myth and reality: the truth about shark attacks

Did you Know? 
More people are killed every year by dogs, bees, 

lightning and lions than by sharks.

Of the over 450 species of shark, very few are considered to 
be potentially dangerous to man. Incidents of people being 
bitten by sharks are extremely rare – yet ignorance and 
sensationalism has caused the JAWS myth to be widely 
perceived as reality.

This section provides accurate information about shark 
incidents, risk, occurrence, avoidance and information on 
where to find the most up to date information. 

It is often difficult to identify the shark species involved in 
incidents, and in some cases the wrong species is blamed. The 
size and shape of the wound gives some indication of the 
species and the size of the shark involved however it is often 
difficult to say with any degree of certainty.

Three shark species; the Great White, Tiger, and Bull Sharks, 
are most frequently associated with serious incidents yet 
numerous other varieties of shark will potentially bite 
accidentally if they are molested or feel threatened.

Most negative shark/human incidents occur in coastal areas: in 
shallow, murky waters where sharks are hunting, such as at 
river mouths and off beaches, as well as in places where the 
seabed drops away into deeper water. According to records, 
the majority of incidents occur in waters above 12ºC, with 80% of shark incidents occurring in the 
tropics and subtropics.

There have been no unprovoked attacks on water users in British waters since records began in 1847, 
however two fishermen received bites whilst removing hooks from the mouths of sharks they had 
caught. 

This Article is from –  http://www.sharktrust.org

http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/sharks/attacks/relarisk.htm
http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/sharks/attacks/relarisk.htm


This article I found very well written and felt that it should be shared.

From Press Exposure – http://pressexposure.com/Shark_Attack_Facts:_Are_Sharks_Man_Eaters-1406.html

Shark Attack Facts: Are Shark's Man Eaters?

Fort Lauderdale, Florida (PressExposure) February 22, 2007 -- Hollywood and the news media have most definitely 
given sharks a bad reputation. Movies like Jaws  and Deep Blue Sea and the news media reporting skewed numbers of 
Shark Attacks from summer 2001 through 2006 have given many people the belief that all sharks are man eaters and 
that whenever you're in the ocean you are at risk of a fatal shark attack. 

First, let me share some facts regarding shark attacks and information about the Shark species and population. 

  There were more shark attacks in 1999 and 2000 then there were in 2001 which was named by the media Summer of 
the Shark�. And most of the Shark bites in 2001 were not for certain Shark bites, they could have been Barracuda or 
Bluefish bites. 

 There are 475 different species of Sharks in the worlds oceans and coastal waters, only 15% of the shark species 
inhabit coastal waters or shallow depths where anyone would encounter these species. 400 of the 475 total species of 
sharks are smaller then 6.5FT in length and 50% of that 400 grow smaller then 3.5FT in length. It is not true that the 
larger the shark the more likely it is to attack Humans, the largest sharks like the Whale Shark and Basking Shark feed 
on Plankton and are docile creatures. 

 In all of the shark species, there are 4 species which have been responsible for 85% of all Shark attacks. The Species 
are the Great White Shark, the Tiger Shark, the Bull Shark and the Great Hammerhead Shark. 

 On a worldwide average there are less then 75 shark attacks per year and only 2% of them fatal. 

 What are your odds of being attacked by a shark? There were 58 unprovoked shark attacks world wide in 2005, out of 
that a total of 38 happened in the United States. The US has a population of 300 million, your odds of being a victim 
of a shark attack are 1 in 8 million. In comparison, your odds of dying from a fall down the stairs are 1 in 200,000. 
Your odds of dying from a wasp, bee or hornet sting are 1 in 5.9 million. Your odds of dying from a lightning strike 
are 1 in 4.3 million. Your odds of drowning in your bathtub are 1 in 800.000. Other causes of death with a higher 
probability then being attacked by a shark are: dying from an adverse reaction to antibiotics with the odds being 1 in 7 
million, being killed by a falling object has odds of 1 in 400,000, being killed by an agricultural machine has odds of 1 
in 500,000 and being killed in a motor vehicle accident has odds of 1 in 6,000. In comparison do Sharks still seem so 
scary? 

Sharks do not plan attacks on human beings, Sharks are not smart enough to plot. Shark attacks happen because 
sharks become confused and accidentally bite humans because they mistake them as prey. 

Almost 95% of shark attacks happen in 6FT of water or less, if you notice the geographical locations or conditions 
which they happen the attacks are almost always in areas where water clarity and visibility are poor. When the water 
clarity is poor sharks rely more on there senses which pick up movement and vibrations rather then there eyesight, so 
swimmers wading in the murky shallows rarely but sometimes get a sharks attention. Sharks don't enjoy the taste of 
human flesh or the smell of human blood, in fact when Sharks identify us correctly they will not attack unless 
provoked. Sharks sometimes bite humans because much like a dog who feels its food with it's mouth first before they 
consume it due to the fact they do not have hands as feelers to figure out if the food is edible. A Sharks mouth is it's 
only way of feeling and testing any object it finds questionable, unfortunately by the time a Shark figures out it doesn't 
want or is uninterested in the object in question it has suffered a shark bite. 

Sharks are some of the oldest creatures on the planet, we should do our best to understand and protect them. 

http://pressexposure.com/Shark_Attack_Facts:_Are_Sharks_Man_Eaters-1406.html


This Data was retrieved from –  http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/fish/sharks/attacks/howwhen.htm

How, When, & Where Sharks Attack
Worldwide there are probably 70-100 shark attacks annually resulting in about 5-15 deaths. We say "probably" 
because not all shark attacks are reported; our information from Third World countries is especially poor, and in other 
areas efforts are sometimes made to keep attack quiet for fear of bad publicity. Historically the death rate was much 
higher than today, but the advent of readily available emergency services and improved medical treatment has greatly 
reduced the chances of mortality. Actual numbers of shark attacks certainly are going up each decade because of 
increasing numbers of bathers in the water, but there is no indication that there is any change in the per capita rate of 
attack. 

Most attacks occur in nearshore waters, typically inshore of a sandbar or between sandbars where sharks feed and can 
become trapped at low tide. Areas with steep dropoffs are also likely attack sites. Sharks congregate there because 
their natural food items also congregate in these areas. 

There are three major kinds of unprovoked shark attacks. By far the most common are "hit and run" attacks. These 
typically occur in the surf zone with swimmers and surfers the normal targets. The victim seldom sees its attacker and 
the shark does not return after inflicting a single bite or slash wound. In most instances, these probably are cases of 
mistaken identity that occur under conditions of poor water visibility and a harsh physical environment (breaking surf 
and strong wash/current conditions). A feeding shark in this habitat must make quick decisions and rapid movements 
to capture its traditional food items. When these difficult physical conditions are considered in conjunction with 
provocative human appearance and activities associated with aquatic recreation (splashing, shiny jewelry, contrasting 
colored swimsuits, contrasting tanning, especially involving the soles of the feet), it is not surprising that sharks 
might occasionally misinterpret a human for its normal prey. We suspect that, upon biting, the shark quickly realizes 
that the human is a foreign object, or that it is too large, and immediately releases the victim and does not return. 
Some of these attacks could also be related to social behaviors unrelated to feeding, such as dominance behaviors 
seen in many land animals. Injuries to "hit and run" victims are usually confined to relatively small lacerations, often 
on the leg below the knee, and are seldom life-threatening. 

"Bump and bite" attacks and "sneak" attacks, while less common, result in greater injuries and most fatalities. These 
types of attack usually involve divers or swimmers in somewhat deeper waters, but occur in nearshore shallows in 
some areas of the world. "Bump and bite" attacks are characterized by the shark initially circling and often bumping 
the victim prior to the actual attack. "Sneak" attacks differ in having the strike occur without warning. In both cases, 
unlike the pattern for "hit and run" attacks, repeat attacks are not uncommon and multiple or sustained bites are the 
norm. Injuries incurred during this type of attack are usually quite severe, frequently resulting in death. We believe 
these types of attack are the result of feeding or antagonistic behaviors rather than being cases of mistaken identity. 
Most shark attacks involving sea disasters, e.g. plane and ship accidents, probably involve "bump and bite" and 
"sneak" attacks. 

Almost any large shark, roughly two meters or longer in total length, is a potential threat to humans. Three species, 
however, have been repetitively implicated as the primary attackers of man: the white shark (  Carcharodon   
carcharias), tiger shark (  Galeocerdo cuvier  ) and bull shark (  Carcharhinus leucas  ). All are cosmopolitan in 
distribution, reach large sizes, and consume large prey items such as marine mammals, sea turtles, and fishes as 
normal elements of their diets. These species probably are responsible for a large portion of "bump and bite" and 
"sneak" attacks. Other species, including the great hammerhead (  Sphyrna mokarran  )  , shortfin mako (  Isurus   
oxyrhynchus  )  , oceanic whitetip (  Carcharhinus longimanus  )  , Galapagos (  Carcharhinus galapagensis  )  , and certain reef 
sharks (such as the Caribbean reef shark, (  Carcharhinus perezi  )   have been implicated in these style of attacks. We 
know less about the offending parties in "hit and run" cases since the shark is seldom observed, but it is safe to 
assume that a large suite of species might be involved. Evidence from Florida, which has 20-30 of these type attacks 
per year, suggests that the blacktip (  Carcharhinus limbatus  )   [possibly spinner (  Carcharhinus brevipinna  )   and 
blacknose (  Carcharhinus acronotus  )  ] sharks are the major culprits in this region. 

© George H. Burgess, International Shark Attack File
Florida Museum of Natural History, University of Florida
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The drop in recorded attacks in 1969 (dashed-dotted line) is a result of a loss of funding to support the ISAF, and 
hence less effort reporting and organizing of attacks 



Shark Attacks in Perspective

Say the word "shark" and the first image most people conjure up is a Jaws-inspired white shark devouring 
unsuspecting bathers while well-meaning authorities and scientists helplessly stand by. Shark attack is probably the 
most feared natural danger to man, surpassing even hurricanes, tornadoes and earthquakes in the minds of most beach 
users and sailors. Among the earth's large animals implicated in the attack and consumption of humans, only sharks 
have not been "controlled" by man. Even the fiercest of terrestrial predators, the large cats and bears, are extremely 
susceptible to a rifle and "problem" animals simply have been eliminated, leaving many of these species endangered. 
Some crocodilians, especially the Nile and saltwater crocodiles, are certainly as dangerous as sharks, but these reptiles 
have never captured as much "press" in part because their populations are largely limited to Third World countries and 
they, too, are vulnerable to human hunting pressure. The sea's only other creatures with the capability of consuming a 
human, killer and sperm whales, are not normally considered threats to man. Sharks, on the other hand, have been 
documented attackers (and sometime consumers) of humans around the world throughout recorded history and have 
remained relatively immune from human intervention. 

Shark attack did not become a subject of particular public interest until the twentieth century. Several factors have 
contributed to the upswing in public awareness of shark attack during the last sixty years. First and foremost has been 
the evolution of the press from a parochial to a cosmopolitan news-gathering system that covers a larger portion of the 
world in a more rapid and comprehensive manner. Increased competition and a shift of journalistic values in certain 
quarters additionally has contributed to more active searches for "shock" stories, i.e. those that titillate the public and 
promote sales. Needless to say, an examination of current weekly tabloids confirms that "shark eats man" is a best-
selling story line. World War II, with a plethora of air and sea disasters never before encountered during previous 
confrontations or in peacetime, regrettably spawned large numbers of shark attacks and spurred research to find an 
effective shark repellent. The general worldwide trend towards more intense utilization of marine waters for 
recreational activities during this time period has also increased the chances of shark-human interactions with a 
resulting increase in the total number of attacks. Add in fictionalized shark accounts in the popular press and movies 
and it's easy to see why shark attack is a hot topic. 

Shark attack is a potential danger that must be acknowledged by anyone that frequents marine waters, but it should be 
kept in perspective. Bees, wasps and snakes are responsible for far more fatalities each year. In the United States the 
annual risk of death from lightning is 30 times greater than that from shark attack. For most people, any shark-human 
interaction is likely to occur while swimming or surfing in nearshore waters. From a statistical standpoint the chances 
of dying in this area are markedly higher from many other causes (such as drowning and cardiac arrest) than from 
shark attack. Many more people are injured and killed on land while driving to and from the beach than by sharks in 
the water. Shark attack trauma is also less common than such beach-related injuries as spinal damage, dehydration, 
jellyfish and stingray stings and sunburn. Indeed, many more sutures are expended on sea shell lacerations of the feet 
than on shark bites! 

Nevertheless, shark attack is a hazard that must be considered by anyone entering the marine domain. As in any 
recreational activity, a participant must acknowledge that certain risks are part of the sport: jogging offers shin splints, 
camping brings ticks and mosquitoes, tennis may result in sprained ankles, and so on. Beach recreation has its 
inherent risks as well, and shark attack is simply one of many that must be considered before entering the water. Most 
people agree, however, that the extremely slim chance of even encountering a shark - much less being bitten - does 
not weigh heavy in their decision-making. 

[Reprinted, with emendations, from: Burgess, G.H. 1991. Shark attack and the International Shark Attack File, pp. 
101-105. In: Gruber, S.H. (ed.). 1990. Discovering Sharks, American Littoral Society, Highlands, New Jersey] 

© International Shark Attack File
Florida Museum of Natural History, University of Florida
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